Government Syllabus
Mr. Silva/2011-12/Manteca High School
Website: www.mrsilva03.weebly.com

Course Overview:  
Since the dawn of time, humanity has argued over who should lead society.  In this course we will examine the origins of democracy from ancient Greece to the development of the modern democratic state. This class will require you to think, read, write, participate in class and complete assignments on time.  Failure to do so will result in a failing grade.  It’s your choice.  

Objectives: To be a civic minded citizen

Identify and explain the fundamental principles and values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents.
Analyze and defend positions on the scope and limits of rights and obligations as democratic citizens, the relationships among them and how they are secured.
Evaluate and defend positions on what the fundamental values and principles of civil society.
Identify and explain the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established by the U.S. Constitution.
Summarize landmark U.S. Supreme Court interpretations of the Constitution and its amendments.
Demonstrate knowledge of the functions of American Government in regards to campaigns for national, state and local elective offices.
	Understand the role that government has played in shaping legislation for race, ethnicity and identity.
Evaluate and defend positions on the influence of the media on American political life.
Analyze the origins, characteristics and development of different political systems across time, with emphasis on the quest for political democracy, its advances, and its obstacles.
Formulate questions about and defend analysis of tensions within our constitutional democracy and the importance of maintaining a balance between the following concepts: TBA

Course Grading:  
Scores will be evenly weighted within the 10% of the grade given for Participation:
A	=93% above			B-	=80-82%			D+	=67-69%
A-	=90-92%			C+	=77-79%			D	=63-66%
B+	=87-89%			C	=73-76%			D-	=59.5-62%
B	=83-86%			C-	=70-72%			F	=59.4% and 												below
Grading Breakdown: 
An automatic Unsatisfactory or “U” will be given for more than six missing homework assignments in a quarter. Grades will be updated every other Friday.
	Tests			35%
	Assignments		35%
	Projects			10%
	Participation		10%
	Final			10%
Make-up work: 
It is the student’s responsibility to make up any work due to an excused absence.  A description of what you missed will be on the class website www.mrsilva03.weebly.com under calendars. I do not accept late work.

Class Website: 
The class website is where you can find resources that will help you be a successful student in this class. Information about colleges, financial aid, class calendar, and resources for each class will be here.




Blogging:
You will be responsible for blogging on classroom topics every week. A new discussion topic will be posted every Thursday and you will have until the following Wednesday 11:59 P.M. to post and respond. We will cover proper writing etiquette/reaction to other’s postings in class.

Materials:  
Bring paper, pens/pencils, book and your notebook to class everyday.  You are to keep a separate notebook for this class.

Classroom Expectations: 
You are expected to be here every day and if you are not you are responsible for making up the work ASAP.  In addition, I will only sign one prearranged absence form per semester and only if you have a grade of C or better.

Be ready to learn – Bring everything you need to participate in class.
Assignments – Do them.  If not, you’ll fail.  Avoid summer school by reading, doing your work correctly and on time.
Attitude –We all have a little bit so please leave it at the door.
Ask for assistance – If there is anything I can do to help accommodate your learning let me know ASAP.

Rules:
Respect and courtesy – Treat your teacher, classmates and the school with respect;
Use appropriate, respectful language at all times;
Academic honesty – If you are deceitful, it will catch up to you;
Industriousness;
Punctuality; be on time.

3-Subject Notebook:  
Each student is required to maintain a 3-subject notebook.  Each section of the 3-subject notebook has a specific purpose: I will not accept a notebook without an up-to-date table of contents for each section and class calendar
	Section #1: Table of Contents: Calendar, lecture notes & P/WoTD
	Section #2: Table of Contents: Position Papers
	Section #3: Table of Contents: Homework assignments
It is very important that you follow instructions.  This 3-subject notebook system has been developed to help keep you organized.  Keep your 3-subject notebook clean and free from any non-related classroom material.  

STAR Reward Cards: 
You may use your STAR rewards card for a variety of things in this class (handout will follow).  Please remember that it may not be used as an exemption from any major assignment or test.

Note to students:  
Each of us is responsible for our own learning.  I am here to help make it easier to learn the material, but I cannot make you learn.  Try to be as successful as you can, so that when you leave this classroom, you experience a sense of accomplishment and pride in what you have done.  All I ask is that you take responsibility for your own learning.

Note to parents:  
If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at 858-7430 ext.58172.  The best way to contact me is via email.  My email address is nsilva@musd.net  I look forward to responding to any inquiries you may have. Thank you for your time.
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This portion of the syllabus will be kept on file for the duration of the class.  By signing below you acknowledge that you have read the course syllabus with your parents/student and are in agreement with my procedures.  In addition, I reserve the right to make any modifications to this syllabus at my discretion.  Thank you for your time.

________________________		_________________		 _______________________
(Please Print Student’s Name)		(Print Class & Period)		(Print Parent contact e-mail)


______________________________________________________	_______________________
(Student’s Signature)							(Date)


______________________________________________________	_______________________
(Parent’s Signature)							(Date)



________________________________			____________________________________
(Home Phone #)						(Work Phone #)

